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breach between the two branches of the treaty- 
making power will be healed, and arbitration treaties 
will be present in high honor at the reconciliation. 
The new Conference at The Hague, which cannot 
be long deferred, will, if we mistake not the signs of 
the times, have surprises for us all in the carrying to 
completion of the permanent system of arbitration 
already so well and successfully inaugurated. If we 
sorrow, therefore, let it be as those who have hope — 
large, strong, well founded. 



The Findings of the North Sea 
Commission. 

The findings of the Commission appointed under 
the terms of the Hague Convention to investigate 
the facts connected with the firing of Russian war- 
ships upon English fishing boats in the North Sea, 
have justified all that was'said at the time in these 
columns of the peculiar value of the provision of the 
Convention for the appointment of Commissions of 
Inquiry without arbitral powers in cases of contro- 
versy where the facts were in dispute. 

The report of the Commission, after it had taken 
evidence and carefully considered all the details of 
the affair, was made by Admiral Fournier, the 
French member, on February 25, in the grand salon 
of the Foreign Office in Paris. The great hall was 
filled with ambassadors, civil dignitaries, and mil- 
itary and naval officers, with their wives and friends, 
representing the leading nations of the world. The 
scene was a most impressive one. Interest in the 
decision had been much intensified by rumors which 
had got afloat that the Commission had decided in 
favor of the Russian contention ; and it is not much 
exaggeration to say that the civilized world never 
awaited with more living concern the report of any 
international commission. The findings of the Com- 
mission make it certain that the incident will quickly 
be closed, and that no serious illwill between the 
two countries will be left behind as a result of it. 
War over the unfortunate occurrence has now be- 
come morally impossible. 

The judgment declares, only the Russian Commis- 
sioner dissenting, that there were no Japanese tor- 
pedo boats present at the time of the firing of the 
Russian ships. It further declares that the Dogger 
Bank fishermen were not guilty of any interference 
with the Russian vessels. The commander of the 
Russian fleet is adjudged by the Commission not to 
have been justified in opening fire. This was the 
main point in the controversy. 

In these respects the report of the Commission 
fully supports the British view of the affair. But it 
gives no countenance to the opinion, expressed at 
the time in the harshest and most inflammatory way 
by the British press, that the conduct of the Russian 
officers was insolent and wanton. The Commission 



fully exonerates them from having acted in a reck- 
less and inhuman way, with a full knowledge of the 
facts of their surroundings before them. They were 
mistaken in their judgment of the situation and did 
a great wrong, but the mistake was one that the 
Commission considers to have been a natural error 
to make under the peculiar circumstances which the 
war in the East had created. 

With the facts thus determined by an impartial 
commission, the two governments will speedily be 
able to adjust the difference, which will now be 
chiefly a question of the damages to be paid by 
Russia to the families of the dead and wounded 
fishermen, and to the owners of the fishing boats 
which were sunk or damaged. The Czar of Russia, 
immediately after the occurrence, expressed his pro- 
found regret at what had taken place, and the readi- 
ness of his government to pay damages if his officers 
should be found to have done wrong. The amount 
will be determined by arbitration, or by direct nego- 
tiation ; probably the latter, as the sum will not be a 
very large one, as such affairs go, and can be readily 
determined. 

What would have been the outcome of the Dog- 
ger Bank affair if the Hague Convention had not 
existed it is not possible to say. It is altogether 
probable, however, that the relations between the 
two governments would have become seriously 
strained. War was in the air, and it is reasonable 
to believe that it was averted by the potency of the 
great Convention for the Pacific Settlement of Inter- 
national Disputes, the obligations of which the re- 
sponsible leaders of the two governments fully recog- 
nized and quickly acted upon. To the calmness and 
good sense of the British government under the ex- 
citement and clamor of the hour great credit is due 
for the pacific outcome. But this calmness was 
itself due in no small measure to the existence of 
the Hague Convention. 

We may expect that in the future this provision 
for commissions of inquiry, which has now been 
with such remarkable success put into operation, will 
be much used. Wars between the nations have in 
many cases sprung from ignorance of facts. There 
will be hereafter no excuse for wars of this kind, 
and with this means of avoiding them at hand, there 
will be little disposition on the part of the nations 
to find excuse for them. 

The lesson needs to be impressed that if such un- 
fortunate occurrences as was this of the Dogger 
Bank are to be avoided, war itself must be wholly 
abolished. There is no provision of the Hague Con- 
vention that will protect the world from all the side 
evils of an armed conflict when it is once raging. It 
is a fine thing to prevent a war from spreading, as 
seems to have been done in this case; but how 
much greater to make impossible the central, fire, 
which flings its hot and deadly jets of flame in every 
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direction ! What infinite mischiefs to the whole of 
humanity such a war as that in the Far East carries 
with it ! 



Editorial Notes. 

We call special attention to the address, 
on th^Atianttc P" nte d °n another page, of the Massachu- 
setts State Board of Trade to the Com- 
mercial bodies of the United States and Europe, proposing 
the neutralization of the great trade routes on the Atlantic. 
This Board is one of the most important trade organiza- 
tions in the country, being composed of representatives 
of forty-six Boards of Trade, in as many cities of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The action taken by 
this body was in no sense hasty or inconsiderate. Several 
weeks were taken for the thorough study of the subject. 
The resolution was passed on the 17th of January. The 
matter was then placed in the hands of the gentlemen 
whose names are signed to the document to prepare a 
statement to be sent with the resolution to the various 
commercial bodies throughout the nation, and to the 
Senate of the United States, the President and the Secre- 
tary of State. The address speaks for itself, and we do 
not need to present any considerations to show the im- 
mense importance of the proposition. In a recent edi- 
torial we gave our view of the whole subject. What 
these practical business men propose is not something 
new; it is merely that the principle of neutralization, 
already successfully applied to certain states and waters, 
be extended to these zones of the Atlantic over which so 
large a portion of the commerce of the world at the 
present time passes. They are international highways, 
and they ought to be neutralized in the common interests 
of the world. We feel sure that the proposition will 
meet with large endorsement by the business organiza- 
tions of the world. 



The following editorial note from the 
MemorW8 0nKreS8 Christian Endeavor World shows how 
deep a hold the proposition for the crea- 
tion of a Regular Congress of the Nations is taking upon 
the minds of the young men and women of the country. 
Among the great weeklies the Christian Endeavor 
World, with its able and progressive editor, Amos R. 
Wells, is now one of the leaders in promoting the organi- 
zation of the world on a Christian and rational basis. 

"The Christian Endeavor societies have expressed 
themselves in no undecided fashion regarding the great 
project of a World's Congress. Our memorials, petition- 
ing the Senate and House ' to authorize the President 
to invite the governments of the world to join in estab- 
lishing an international congress, to meet at stated periods 
to deliberate upon questions of common interest to the 
nations, and to make recommendations thereon to the 



governments,' have been forwarded to Washington, and 
have been laid before Congress. The memorials ad- 
dressed to the Senate were presented by Senator Henry 
Cabot Lodge, the well-known historian, senior Senator 
from Massachusetts. Those addressed to the House were 
presented by Congressman Samuel W. McCall, one of the 
leading Representatives of the Old Bay State. 

" Altogether, 1,642 memorials went to each branch of 
Congress. These represented at least 100,000 Christian 
Endeavorers. How widespread was the interest shown 
may be seen from the following table, which shows the 
number of memorials sent by the several States. 



Alabama 12 

Alaska 2 

Arizona 4 

Arkansas 10 

California 64 

Colorado 23 

Connecticut 41 

Delaware 3 

District of Columbia . . 53 

Florida 8 

Georgia 5 

Idaho 5 

Illinois 104 

Indiana 55 

Iowa 62 

Kansas 57 

Kentucky 8 

Louisiana 9 

Maine 33 

Maryland 14 

Massachusetts 130 

Michigan 59 

Minnesota 46 

Mississippi 1 

Missouri 39 

Montana 4 

Nebraska 33 



Nevada 3 

New Hampshire 28 

New Jersey 64 

New Mexico 2 

New York 177 

North Carolina 3 

North Dakota 10 

Ohio 127 

Oklahoma 11 

Indian Territory 2 

Oregon 14 

Pennsylvania 179 

Rhode Island 6 

South Carolina 4 

South Dakota 10 

Tennessee 7 

Texas 10 

Utah 2 

Vermont 25 

Virginia 6 

Washington 27 

West Virginia 7 

Wisconsin 28 

Wyoming 1 

Hawaii 3 

Porto Rico 1 

Assiniboia 1 



"Of course, no one expects Congress to take at once 
the action desired. Probably when the legislature of 
Massachusetts, in both branches, by a unanimous vote 
made the same request, they hardly expected Congress 
to take action. 

" But all such expressions of the opinion of the nation 
must influence Congress. They influence the nation also. 
A few more thousand memorials, from other organiza- 
tions of national extent, and Congress will conclude that 
the People, the all-powerful People, really want this 
thing ; that they are tired of International Anarchy, and 
are ready for the Reign of Law among the nations of 
the world." 



About the middle of February the Km - 
Moscow women « p reg8 f R ugs i a received from the women 

of Moscow an address appealing to her, 
as a woman and a mother, to use her influence with the 
Emperor to put an end to the war in the East. The 
petition says: 

" Oh sovereign, we believe your mother's heart feels 
all the horrors of war as we do. All the bases of life 
are shaken, and all the moral foundations are trembling. 
Mothers who have to bring up the young generation are 
saddened by seeing that it is impossible to train up 
children on the basis of truth, love and duty when the 
social life of the country does not rest thereon. Our 



